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American Committee p6r Liberation 

• ", »i A 

' i i Munich Office ..... 



TO EGIvIA’. 



CONFIDENTIAL 



taarch 7» 1963 



1 1 .) -rity Officer 

i. 1 rector, Audience Research Division 

m * f - • 

s: BJKCi Carle from Switzerland dated 26 February, 1963 



We shall try to answer .the questions raised in 
this very explioit o.able by emphasising first of all that 
•r.ere is absolutely no other purpose exercised by establishing 
ail addresses in Switzerland for servicing Radio Liberty 
- : . o r. obtaining listener reactions* However, the content of 
reed-back received from listeners in oomoupiBt countries is 
of a nature to occasionally leave the wrong impression 
because many persons in oommunist countries write in a 
camouflaged way that lends itself easily to misinterpretati ons ; 

• r;ey also write -about some of their main preoccupations such 
is health, hard living conditions, and desperate attempts 

* 0 find lost relatives! they- writs about thdir approval of 
urograms they listened to aa well as disapproval with what 
tney heard. A basic assumption in this communication process 
remains that one oannot control in any way those who write 

tc .Radio Liberty. We ere faoed with s oontinuum on the one 
side of which might appear a simple postcard without text 
or return address end on the* other side a eoiantific paper 
in a language we ourselves might be Unable to read. (This 
latter was the case recently when we received a letter here 
in Munich from Poland via the Geneva mailbox on February 20, 
1963 .) ■ . ' ' ' 

The established policy la handling mail which 
governs Radio Liberty praotioes excludes « 

1. any private oorreapondeno e , and 

2. any response other -than acknowledgement of let te; 
ooceeionel acknowledgement of requests (records, 
books) and disouas ion of— pregrammihg topics. 

This off ioe by a strict rule of aaf e- 

guarding the identify' of tho*o who Write to this station 
from communist oonfttlrloo.* Juifc*****^* 11 * all types of infor- 
mation that m i ght * pose lblo lead td tdent if y ing the 

writer and 1 ietenor are 4el^thA #rw:'^ri; { .r^er ts that are 
issued here f'or the pU*poit| 011 

listener rUmationag. E :r 
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The undersigned opened up the mailbox #1 in 
v‘. v.eva 2 in good faith end without any false pretenoes on 
•'“.r.uBry 2 7, 1962. He gave hit hotel address and secured 
services of Mr. Jean Pierre Meyer of 9 Grand 1 Rue, 

>>o::/Vaud. Mr. Meyer, a Swiss oltisen, was told the purpose 
of ’.he mailbox and given Radio Liberty's pamphlet, "The Most 
important Job in the World." Mr. Meyer was told by the 
undersigned that he eight enoounter a one curiosity about 
vi. fit tins is all about and Mr. Mey er's rea p t ion at that 
t . me was that he, as a Swiss oltlaen, believed that this 
fully legitimate research and he would be ready to speak 
up for the good causa outlined in the panphlets guide available 
to him. The undersigned end Mr. Meyer were lit agreement that 
•he political climate of Switserland was *6fa nature thet if 
pint or. leaders oohoerned wars to know in detail what Radio 
Liberty stands for, they would be prepared to give it full 
support, Mr. Mayer opened e mailbox #114 at Syon on February la, 
■■‘oJ an well. Me. Meyer makes it his buelnees to servioe both 
••,»;: t oxes twioe a week. He is t also provided with the various 
names used in the programs of ’different deeke broadoasting 
the Geneva and lTyon mailbox addresses^ 



Radio Liberty enoouragee; dialogues with -listeners 
wr.ich deal exclusively wlthpo lit leal, wooadmio and social 
topics. To liven up a program. It is useful to obtain through 
*he- mail controversial ideas of listeners. A few listeners 
"i •• rh ’. spark a program by whet they writs and perhaps after 
hearing it, c 
been any oths 
words, to*-the 
response that 
information w 
i nd l v i dual mi 
only in those 
large segment 

The msdioal radld pr ^ g r mi r .thmt goee ont Over Radio 
Liberty is prepared by ’ Dr. Sohults who waes the radio pseudonym 
of Dr. Starostine. A obegk with Rokhlts 'repealed that 
he had heard of Or. Aron Star^inek^ in'Gtmevu, ; but did not 
believe that he had ever met him personally or that he had 
’collaborated with him form radio program.' The assumption 
r.hat Dr, starostine and Or. Starobinsiky aTS^identical is 
erroneous . However, the possibility oanadt be exoludsd that 
•r.e Geneva doctor may have submitted, soripte la the past. 
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_ . Wlhdi vi dual 

listener with 

what an 
in. program 
•f all or s 







m, . 



ro 

r O 

i ; ’- 

\" f* 

p r» 



f r 
i s 

Th 



Attaohsd herewith are oopiee of the referenced 
ports which indicate how we dealt with the fou^piecee of 
rre 3 pondence specifically mentioned. in the oable. As to the 
tter written in Ukrainian and posted In ^Bulgaria, it has not 
er given any. distribution etMi* lte aUthentloity was pot 
* ah 1 i shed nor its meaning Olarifled* 
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received via th#, J 3 eneva # mailbox ‘addrbflsJ Also 
-. ’-Aphotostats of reports #66-6) and #68-,6). 
if’! Interesting to Radi or ti^rfrty #r<rai the -point of view 
s reaming.- It will be seen' tiy reading them tlfat’ they • 
i t ‘: 'j,f a hostile' nat&rtf in the 'sense that, they are 
: *‘,r ny s tro rig- supporters of* 4 he TJobcow regime. ' This 
. • h«t Kind of-‘mkil that Radio Liberty finds most ehal lengir:.: 

•« conducive toward finding an appropriate tone and gearing 
-- programs in a manner which will be taore receptive to 
‘ r important segment of listeners who seem attracted to a 
~ tnat they consider hostile, It will be noted that in 
of the letters, the writer says that the return address 
r ; m given us is a fioticiousone (#66-63). 

* 

The undersigned was not aware of rules governing 

• no establishment of Swiss -postal boxes and he aoted at the 
•.’.mo under the guidance of the Geneva postal officials with 

* . ne dealt. There is, of course, no specific objection 
.any charge of mailboxes*' ' At this timgf however, the 
lerMigned bonders whether instead (ST mailboxes it wouldn't 

-■ possible to obtain some simple addressee in Switzerland 
- '~f.ee Soviet censorship is apt to Tlhd its task more simplify 
.screering letters with mailbox addresses- than letters 
* . t* private addresses. ' 

The undersigned is ready to provide if so desired 
: :mto 3 tatic copies of envelopes and All lattara received 
•'-.rough Switzerland. He also feels that great care should . 
w e huen In not making* a young, well-meaning Swiss like 
•'■nr. Pierre Meyer aw^re that mail is 'being tampered with. 

To the best knowledge of the undersigned, there 
.'ifnclutely no- misuse of any mail received by Radio Liberty 
..W133 addresses. In addition, Radio Libbrty, by being 
•■’-ee voice of Russians abroad that reaches its countrymen 
jKjnist countries in ever larger numbers oarries broad- 
mat frequently underline Swiss democracy,, the free 
’i tut 10ns of Switzerland and its fine aooial system. It 
:.ut unlikely that Radio Liberty oonveys in the language 
tr.» peoples of the USSR a message that responsible Swiss 
•u-- would like to have oonveyed by their own means if 
• h ? v had the required facilities. He no# there is little 
re -nm tc believe in any grounds for misunderstanding. 
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